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 what is a Men’s Gathering?  

Each of our Gatherings (Spring, Summer, and Fall) is an 
extended weekend retreat where men explore 
different ways of looking at life and expand concepts of 
self while having a lot of fun at the same time. Some 
men even call them "Summer Camp for Men." 

CMG’ers come from all across California, other states 
and countries as well. The men who attend CMG 
Gatherings (and our hundreds of local events state-
wide) are a diverse group of varying ages, religious 
traditions, and spiritual practices. We have differently-

abled men and men from all cultural and ethnic backgrounds. While CMG’ers are predominantly gay 
and bisexual, all men 18 years or older are welcome, including transgender and straight men. 

 who puts on the Gathering?  

The Fall Gathering is put on by the California Men’s Gatherings (CMG), a 
non-profit, all volunteer group. CMG’s mission is to foster a safe, 
supportive, welcoming community where men challenge themselves to 
develop their emotional, spiritual, social, intellectual and physical lives - 
with as much fun as possible along the way! 

 where… and when… 

Situated at 4,200' in the Laguna Mountains about 60 
miles east of San Diego, Camp Stevens in Julian, CA 
offers a serene and picturesque retreat from the 
mundane world. The camp has a longstanding 
reputation for warm hospitality, great fresh-cooked 
food, environmental awareness, and an ethos of 
conservation of natural resources. This year’s 

Gathering is the weekend before Thanksgiving, making 
it possible for those with other holiday commitments to join us.  

 check-in 

Check-in begins Friday, November 20, at 4PM and the Gathering 
ends on Monday at 10 AM. Unless you have specifically been 
assigned to early volunteer work, please do NOT arrive before 
4PM Friday. Only designated set-up personnel will be allowed to 
arrive early. 

http://www.thecmg.org/V5/spring.asp
http://www.thecmg.org/V5/summer.asp
http://www.thecmg.org/V5/fall.asp
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 what happens at the Fall Gathering? 

An all-volunteer Planning Committee is formed for each 
Gathering that designs the retreat to include large group 
activities with smaller workshops with a wide choice of topics, 
perspectives and activities (even a few being clothing-optional 
from time to time). This Gathering will also include a dance, 
opportunities to perform (song, dance, comedy, poetry, you-
name-it!), heart circles, puppy piles, yoga/meditation and much 

more. The choice of activities allows each 
man to create his own personal experience. 

It’s a weekend to try new things, be a kid 
again, make new friends and reconnect 
with old friends. For some, a Gathering is 
like going to Summer Camp — for some 
who may not have had a chance to go as a 
kid… or to do it all over again in a safe 
supportive space. For others, it’s non-stop 
workshops and self-exploration. 

The California Men’s Gatherings 
environment allows for deeper connections 

with other men and a special place where men can let down 
their guard, open up their heart and just have fun.  

CMG reaches out to and creates space where all men, regardless 
of sexual orientation, age, race, religion or background, can find 
a different way to connect – more openly…more honestly…with 
less fear…and a lot more fun. We are committed to offering the 
opportunity for all men to learn, grow, connect and support one 
another by “Building Community One Man At A Time.” 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to its three annual Gathering weekends, the CMG 
sponsors scores of local events throughout the year.    
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 accommodations and meals 

Your registration fee includes a bed in a heated, 
shared bunkroom, with shared 
bathroom/shower. Most areas of Camp Stevens 
are wheelchair accessible.  

Three meals a day and 
light snacks will be 
provided to include 
Friday dinner through 
Monday breakfast. 
Most of the camp’s 
food is organic and 
locally-grown.  This is 
not your typical “camp 
food!” The food is 
served family style. 
The camp staff, which includes men and 
women, eats with us during our meals. 

The Saturday dinner is our Formal event. Come 
dressed in your favorite drag! Or push yourself 
into some new fabulousness!  

 top? or bottom? 

A quick note on sleeping facilities: the camp has 
bunk space for about 115 people, but this 
means using all 50 top bunks at the camp. 
Except for those who register with handicapped 
special needs at registration, bunks will be 
assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Please be willing to use a top bunk even if 
that’s not your first preference, in order to 
allow those who simply cannot navigate the 
ladders to use the lower bunks. 

 the buddy program  

A buddy is someone 

who has previously 
attended a Gathering weekend and is willing to 
share his thoughts and experiences with a first-
timer, someone attending alone, or anyone 
else needing some extra attention. If you think 
you want a buddy for the weekend, check the 
appropriate box on the registration form. Our 
Buddy Coordinator will pair you up before the 
weekend so you’ll have a chance to be in 
contact prior to the Gathering. There will be an 
orientation for you and your buddy following 
dinner on Friday evening, and other buddy 
events throughout the weekend. If you have 
additional questions, send an email to 
Buddy.fall@thecmg.org. 

 

 the CMG Variety Show! 

This is your opportunity to 
step out on stage and show 
us your talent(s) whether it 
be singing, dance, poetry or 
... !  If you wish to perform, 
check the Variety Show box 

on the registration form. Otherwise have a seat 
in the audience and enjoy the show! If you have 
additional questions, contact our variety show 
coordinator at Talent.fall@thecmg.org.  

mailto:Buddy.fall@thecmg.org?subject=Buddy%20Program
mailto:Talent.fall@thecmg.org?subject=Talent%20Show
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 archery course 

The Archery course gives you an opportunity 
for self-discovery in a supportive, professionally 
facilitated, small 
group setting. 
Two archery 
workshops will 
be provided at 
no extra 
charge.    

 
 present a workshop! 

Do you have a hidden talent, special gifts, 
wisdom or experiences you would like to share 
with other men?  Then present a workshop! 
Workshops are presented by attendees of the 
Gathering on a volunteer basis. This gives the 
weekend a special sense of community that 
many men who attend the Gathering notice 
immediately. We invite you to share your time, 
experience, and wisdom by presenting a 
workshop (or more than one). Please keep the 
theme of the weekend in mind when creating 
your workshop. Check the box on the 
registration form, indicating that you’d like to 
present a workshop (you’ll get a form to fill out 
upon completion of your registration). If you 

decide to submit a workshop proposal later, go 
to www.thecmg.info, log in, and submit a form 
under “Workshop Proposal” If you have 
additional questions, email 
Workshop.fall@thecmg.org to connect with the 
Workshop Coordinator. 

 t-shirts 

This year t-shirts will be offered during 
registration for $12 (XXL & XXXL +2.00). Shirts 
will be handed out during check-in at camp.  

 silent auction 

A silent auction will be held at the Gathering. 
All proceeds go to the CMG Financial Aid Fund 
which helps men who need financial assistance 
attend future Gatherings. So bring your unused 
and gently used items of value (bring a box for 
fragile items). As CMG Gathering Weekends are 
drug/alcohol free, please do not bring bottles  

    

 of wine; you are welcome to bring a photo or 
description of the wine bottle, and 
subsequently arrange delivery to the high 
bidder after the Gathering. 

 how do I get to camp? 

Detailed information about the Fall Gathering, 
Camp Stevens, and driving directions will be 
included in your registration confirmation. For 
those immediately curious, here’s a link to 
Camp Stevens’ whereabouts: 
http://www.campstevens.org/home 

 

http://www.thecmg.info/
mailto:Workshop.fall@thecmg.org?subject=Workshops%20
http://www.campstevens.org/home


 

 

 
6 

  give us your face 

With over 100 men at our event, others will be 
able to identify you much more easily if they can 
see your face! You'll have an option to upload 
your photo when you register and you can change 
it up until the Gathering! If you’ve submitted a 
photo more than three years ago for a prior CMG 
Gathering we ask that a new photo be provided 
so that we can update our roster. To update your 
photo, you may do so during registration, or go to  
http://thecmg.info, log in, and follow the “photo 
Upload” link to upload a fresh one. Thanks! 

 camp photographer 

One or more Camp Photographers will be 
roaming throughout the Gathering taking 
photographs.  As in past years, he will ask before 
taking pictures, and will delete them if there is 
any sort of privacy concern/request. A photo 
montage of the Fall Gathering will be sent to all 
attendees following the event. 

 program book and roster 

When you check-in at the Gathering, you will be 
given a program booklet, complete with 
descriptions of the weekend activities and 
workshops. Following the Gathering, you’ll 
receive a “pdf” roster with contact info and 
photos for those who elected to be included. You 
can OPT OUT of the roster by selecting that 
option during registration. 

 what should I bring? 

Once your registration and payment have been 
received, a confirmation email will be sent to you 
by our Registrar. No later than November 14th all 
registrants will receive an email with detailed 
information about the Gathering including a 
program guide of all activities, directions to Camp 
Stevens, and a recommended list of what to bring 
(and not bring). If you have questions, contact 
Question.fall@thecmg.org 

 

 policies (electronics, etc.) 

The CMG has deliberated for many hours trying to adopt a 
policy that takes into account the prevalence of technology 
and ease of transmission/dissemination of images, while 
ensuring that the Gathering creates and maintains a safe 
space for all men. To this end, the following policies are in 
force for the CMG Fall Gathering 2015. They are meant to 
maintain and respect the sanctity, the intimacy, and the 
interconnectedness of ALL the men attending this weekend 
retreat. All registrants will be required to acknowledge that 
they have read and understand these policies in order to 
proceed with the online registration process. If you violate 
these policies, you may be asked to leave the Gathering – 
without refund – and may not be welcome at any future 
CMG Gatherings. A record of your name and violation will 
be forwarded to the Board for its records.   

 electronics policy 
NEW ELECTRONICS POLICY: 
Electronic devices are welcome. Please keep it private.  
Excuse yourself politely to make/take calls, etc. Public 
usage may be appropriate (e.g., takings notes, setting 
up reminders). Workshop leaders and/or planners 
may elaborate on boundary usage prior to the start of 
the session. Electronics usage may be challenged. 
Please use as a teachable moment for both. Thanks.  
 

 smoking policy 
Smoking is ONLY permitted at camp in the designated 
area(s). It is the responsibility of each person using the 
designated smoking area to ensure that all cigarette 
butts are safely put out in the ashtray. Please do not 
litter cigarette butts on the campgrounds. Users of 
medical marijuana must bring their "doctor's 

recommendation" and not share with others. 

 photography policy 
Gathering attendees are welcome to take 
photographs and videos ONLY with the permission of 
ALL participants in the photograph/video, unless 
otherwise posted/announced. Photographs/videos 
may not be disseminated online (YouTube, Facebook, 
Flickr, etc.) without the prior WRITTEN (email is OK) 
consent from the CMG Board and ALL persons visible 
in the photograph/video. This policy applies to the 
Community Gatherings and all weekend events, 
workshops and activities including those involving 
nudity. 

  

http://thecmg.info/
mailto:Question.fall@thecmg.org
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 registration  

Registration must be done online. If you have 
questions regarding registration or trouble 
using the online form, email the Registrar 
(Registrar@thecmg.org) for help. All men must 
register prior to the Gathering weekend; there 
is no on-site registration or “day pass” option.  

Registration is set to close on Thursday, 
November 13th. Requests made after this date 
will be honored at the discretion of the 
Registrar.  
 

 what does it cost to attend? 

Registration fee is a flat fee of $255 per person. 
This includes accommodations, meals, 
workshops and all other events. Until your 
payment is made, you do not have a completed 
registration for the Gathering and no space 
guaranteed. Space is limited so be sure to 
follow through with payment sooner than later 
to confirm you registration.  Room upgrades 
are available on a first come first serve basis.  

Payment can be made online or via check. 

 

 Additional charges 

If you would like to purchase a t-shirt they are 

available at an additional cost of $12 (XXL & XXXL 
+2.00). 

 financial aid  

It is our intention that every man who wants to 
attend be able to do so. Limited financial aid is 
available to a limited number of men. A $100 
grant can be applied to your registration which 
will reduce the fee to $155.  Send financial aid 

requests to Registrar@thecmg.org. Each 
recipient is expected to contribute substantial 
volunteer time during the Gathering. 

 Flat Fee + Donations 
Will make it work! 

 

While enjoying the egalitarianism of our new 
flat-fee pricing structure, we feel the need to 
make an additional, optimistic effort to ask for 
your help in boosting the budget for putting on 
this Gathering! We believe that the community 
will pull us through! 
 
Beyond the Financial Aid Program, which only 
exists by community support, this year we’re 
calling out to your generous nature, no matter 
what your income level. You already know it 
feels better to give than to be charged AND of 
course, the amount you donate is completely 
tax-deductible! This shifts the burden of putting 
on the Gathering from the men with higher 
incomes to the whole community – and to each 
man's sense of generosity.  
 

 refund policy  

If a refund is requested on or before November 
14th, full refund will be made, minus a $50 
processing fee. Qualifying refunds will be issued 
by the end of December. No refunds will be 
available after Nov 14th. 

 Click here to register: 
http://thecmg.info, log in or create a new 
account (it's easy!) (if the link doesn’t work, 
copy the link into your web browser)    
Click here to return to the CMG Fall Gathering page 
http://www.thecmg.org/fall

“Come explore with us!” 
 
 

 

mailto:Registrar@thecmg.org?subject=Registration
mailto:Registrar@thecmg.org?subject=Registration
http://thecmg.info/
http://www.thecmg.org/fall
http://www.thecmg.org/fall

